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HISTORIC PRESERVATIONHISTORIC PRESERVATION

WHY ARE HISTORIC PROPERTIES IMPORTANT?WHY ARE HISTORIC PROPERTIES IMPORTANT?
• They give the corridor a character distinct from any other place
• They provide small scale business opportunities for “Mom and 

Pop” retail and for Broad Street’s many unique restaurants
• They provide affordable housing in multiple use structures.
• They contribute significantly to the quality of life in Broad Street 

neighborhoods.  
• They attract people from outside the corridor to visit, tour, eat and 

shop along Broad Street.

Mixed use small retail and residential structures like the one at the left form the fabric of 
Broad Street.  They are gradually disappearing in favor of larger, single use retail 
developments like the one on the right.  

Triple Deckers
Provide affordable homes 
and apartments that offer a 
path to home ownership  

Historic Homes 
Help enhance the character 
of the neighborhood.  Many 
also contain affordable rental 
units.  

Underutilized Mills 
Offer storage space, offices, 
and shops, and can be 
adapted to provide retail 
locations, artists lofts and 
residential redevelopment  

The Train Station 
Can be adapted to serve as a 
commuter rail stop, provide 
public space, and 
accommodate retail uses, 
offices and/or residential units



FAFAÇÇADE RENOVATIONADE RENOVATION

HOW CAN WE MAKE OUR STORES AND BUILDINGS HOW CAN WE MAKE OUR STORES AND BUILDINGS 
MORE ATTRACTIVE?MORE ATTRACTIVE?
Façade renovation refers to improvements to the exterior of buildings, 
particularly the front. Façade renovation along Broad Street can include 
modernizing outdated structures and restoring or adapting historic 
structures.  

Limiting Signs 
Can make the message 
clearer and reduce clutter.  
When there are too many 
signs, nobody reads any of 
them!

Flower Boxes and 
Sidewalk Planters 

Soften hard corners, add 
interest and attract more 
pedestrians to store fronts.

Litter Control
Enhances the appearance of 
the neighborhood and 
improves the business 
climate.

Painting Out Graffiti
Discourages “tagging”, 
removes hate messages, and 
blurs boundaries between 
rival territories. 

Awnings
Awnings were historically used to provide patrons with shade and 
protection from weather.  Modern awnings provide sign space and 
help tie buildings together visually, but they provide limited protection.



TRAFFIC AND PARKINGTRAFFIC AND PARKING

Surface Parking
Is inexpensive to build at 
$3,000 - $5,000 a spot, but 
requires a lot of space.  

Garage Parking 
requires less space but at  up 
to $30,000 per parking spot is 
probably not practical for 
Broad Street. 

Metered Parking
Encourages turnover that is 
good for business, but can be 
expensive to manage and 
enforce.

Pay Station Parking
Works like metered parking but 
is easier to manage and offers 
more payment options.

LONG TERM
PARKING

SHORT TERM
PARKING

WHAT CAN WE DO ABOUT TRAFFIC AND PARKING?WHAT CAN WE DO ABOUT TRAFFIC AND PARKING?
Traffic on Broad Street is often very heavy.  While heavy traffic annoys 
and delays drivers,  business owners sometimes feel that high volume 
and slower speeds will encourage customers to patronize their shops.  
Parking is in short supply along most of Broad Street and residents and 
business owners would generally like to see more parking available.     

Improved Signal Timing
Can often improve traffic flow.  
Where it can be accomplished 
cost effectively, signal 
synchronization can also help.  

Walking Biking, and 
Taking the Bus

Leaving your car behind will not 
only reduce traffic but it will help  
save energy too.   

















 

Regeneración de laRegeneración de la  
Calle BroadCalle Broad  

Que será lo próximo… 
 

• Finalizar el Plan de Acción. 
 
• La adaptación del Plan de Acción 

por los consejales municipals y de 
la ciudad. 

 
• Comunidades trabajando en unión 

con los residents y comerciantes 
para implementer Articulos de Ac-
ción. 

Que puedes hacer? 
 
• Participar en eventos locales. 
 
• Apoyar los negocios locales. 
 
• Atender las reunions públicas demostrando 

apoyo al Plan de Acción y sus iniciativas. 
 
• Tomar ventaja de los programas cuando estos 

sean disponibles. 

Para Mas Información: 
 
Alex Sommer 
Broad Street Regeneration Initiative 
Blackstone Valley Tourism Council 
175 Main Street Pawtucket, RI 02860 
724-2200, alex@tourblackstone.com 
 
www.broadstreetexperience.com 

Cumberland 

Central Falls 

Pawtucket 
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Broad Street Suggestions and Comments 
These comments and suggestions were taken from the one-on-one interviews. They have 
been collected into sections by topic relevance. 
  

Facade 
Likes the Walgreens: looks clean and organized. Likes the sneaker store. 
Match lighting: aluminum poles, wattage 
Murals. Give materials to people to fix up places (paint). 
Add flower pots, banners. 
Must improve the looks of the fencing and overgrowth on A&H. 
A&H trees are not taken care of. 
Train Station construction eyesore (sitting too long). 
Would like help/funding improving façade. 
Improve streetscapes. Repair and remodel houses. 
Better façade, new paint. 
Upkeep facades. 
Improve the looks of the businesses. 
repair/remodel houses and improve streetscapes 
façade improvements, new fencing, wants the area to be matching 
There is no maintenance 
Wants a uniform look, plazas and help with improving facades. 
Create context sensitive facades 
Develop a set of signage considerations 
Create incentives for building reuse and façade rehabilitation 
Develop criteria of quality, not design criteria - diversity is admired 
Business and façade improvement 
Facade improvements should reflect cultural diversity, not just historical value 
Efficient and uniform signage programming 
 

Governance/Ownership 
Businesses don’t have support from the mayor 
City & Owner don’t care about tenants 
City needs to help more 
City does not maintain sidewalks or pick up litter. 
Too bureaucratic. 
The City needs to help get rid of bad landlords and help operators. Enforcement of laws. 
No maintenance 
Increase youth participation in the planning and action of the Initiative 
 

Cleanliness 
Want streets to be cleaner. 
Comes back from vacation to find everything dirty. 
Goes to Stop & Shop in Cumberland. Don't shop here because they are dirty. 
Tries to clean, but it doesn't matter: it all blows in off of Goff 
No garbage bins 
Likes Canada: clean, no garbage, the city cleans it up. 
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Fix the timing of garbage pick-up, should be early in the morning so commercial 
storefronts do not have to have garbage in front of business all day. 
He cleans up his own property. 
Garbage. 
Instill pride in community not to trash area 
Clean streets. 
 

Community/ Walkability 
More vibrancy.  
Wants more people on Broad Street. 
Good neighbors 
Likes Miami because people are moving around 
Is looking to move to North Providence 
Mall, park/plaza, but not Jenks 
It is too noisy and nowhere nice here 
No pedestrians 
His hometown has things this place doesn't (Pereira, Colombia) 
Meet friends at a house, there is nothing here to meet friends at 
Pedestrian safety, especially  for elderly crossing the street 
Likes Cumberland: small shops, trees, greenspace, comfort 
Would like to have live music/concerts 
Wants Café, coffee, and ice cream in area. Wants to walk with friends. 
Wants more activity 
Know everyone, close knit. 
No more customers in the area. 
Add parks (like Nickerson St.) community gardens. 
Excited about this initiative 
Wants a Dominican festival 
Knows all the locals, has lots of regulars 
Wants to be involved in project 
People are stuck in the past, have to update to 2008. Wide streets, no one walks, parking 
in front so you can drive in and out easy. Likes chain store development. Interested in 
uniting businesses. 
Street is simple and dirty. 
Nights are really bad. 
Repair the broken roads and sidewalks. Add flowers and green space. 
Likes access to river, walking track, OSRAM, health clinic, small businesses, banks 
Outside seating. Barrier between business and road. "Territoriality". Canada example. 
Need more customers and people walking by. 
Valley Falls should be more beautification and walkability – maintenance 
Not enough lighting. 
Walkable area with café and drinks, maybe ice cream. Greenspace, trees, flowers 
Small. Noisy. 
revitalize Jenks Park, more activity 
Create plazas - sit on the "blvd.” Wants street-stalls 
wants it like Broad Street in Providence, more life 



 3

4th of july parade, fireworks 
Wants a Colombian 'Carnival'. 
Create a festival, café 
Wants it to be like Paisa, Colombia. 
more multi-cultural 
Develop/enforce criteria for maintenance of sidewalks 
Increase the on-street foliage/greenery 
First-floor (especially corner) properties must be more welcoming to pedestrians 
Develop gateways/nodes at important intersections 
There is a need for local historic education 
Create safe areas where residents can people-watch that encourage loitering and do not 
necessitate buy-in 
Program events that reach out to teenagers and young adults 
Improve the greening of the streetscape 
Enhance night lighting 
Create a chain of pocket-parks along corridor – leap-frog green space 
Additional access to Lonsdale marsh area 
Cultivate connections from neighborhoods to commercial districts 
Educate public on historical preservation 
Make connections between commercial districts and the bike path more obvious 
 

Parking & Traffic 
More parking spots 
Parking tickets are too expensive. 
Widen the street. 
No parking 
Taxis too expensive 
Likes street width. Ease of access to Highway 
Too much traffic 
Traffic (2-6pm). 
Everyone should have parking lots in front.  
There are always car accidents with cars turning corner at Pleasant Street and Broad 
Street coming over the bridge. 
Bumpy, lots of holes in road. Broken pavement 
Out-of-school traffic congestion 
Small. Too many cars. Bad traffic 
Remove vehicles from properties with street and sidewalk frontage 
Improve vehicle-traffic congestion 
Improve streetscape maintenance and waste management, sidewalks 
Enhance the street walkability 
Encourage alternative transportation methods – user friendly 
Develop localized public transit routes – Dexter/Broad Loop 
Create a chain of mini-destinations within visual distance of each other 
Make connections between commercial districts and the bike path more obvious 
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Businesses/Economics 
Likes the restaurants 
People don’t have money to buy goods 
Need more 'stuff', more advertising 
Wants Movies/Mall 
Active bar across street (good thing) 
Mall, Providence 
Vacancies 
Shops in Providence or Attleboro. There is nothing here to buy. 
Shops at Price-Right, Lonsdale Ave. Does not shop anywhere on Broad Street 
Likes Auto parts store, Wants a discotheque 
Locals cannot afford his products. No drive-by business 
Needs help with loans, not business planning 
Family was deported and cannot get money to purchase building because of no or low 
credit. 
Would leave area if he could. Considers the area 'inner-city'. Locals don’t have bank 
accounts so he can’t finance them. 
Broad Street is 'death for business', it is not alive 
A&H should be like Uxbridge Mill - Indoor farmers and craft market. 
Businesses need economy to improve before they are willing to invest. 
Increase local wages. 
Increase opportunities for small businesses (tax incentives). 
More commercial needed. 
Cannot speak English to customers. 
Wants street-stalls 
Will be moving as soon as she can. Contract is over in September '08 and wants to move 
store. 
Does not want to be pushed out by a mall, big buildings or high rent. 
Likes the gas-station 
Landlords take advantage of Operators. Buildings are not up to code and will not be fixed 
or secured. Continued break-ins. 
Create a Latino Business Expo area. Business Classes for Hispanics/English offered 7-
10am 
Wants upscale steakhouse restaurant 
Nothing will change until operators own building. Some groups will not help her when 
she needs it. 
Wants a good, upscale restaurant, like a steakhouse 
A new health center. 
Develop a plan for vacant storefronts 
Density is only liked if it is active and without commercial vacancies 
Develop/Encourage entry-level job positions for High School aged residents 
Encourage a variety of commercial development 
Encourage the development of a movie theatre 
Determine opportunities for community businesses 
Develop a system for vacancies to be turned over quickly 
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Crime/Safety 
Close the liquor stores (Pawtucket especially) because of the prostitution. 
Lighting of parks - valley falls, dock, Jenks, etc. 
Has cleaned up over the past few years 
People drinking in street & asking customers for money. 
Bums asking for money. 
Prostitutes. No visible police. Drunks. 
Bums live across the street in station. 
Lots of vagrants. 
People asking for money, prostitution, drug use 
Homeless live in Train Station. 
Not enough lighting. 
Prostitution all day and night. 
People are afraid to talk about witnessing crime. 
More police presence. More and better lighting. 
Light and security. People afraid to talk about increasing crime. 
More police visible and lighting 
More security between City Hall and pharmacy by Hasbro in evening. Push people into 
Jenks Park and rob them. 
More visible police 
Illicit people 
Increase visibility of public places/parks from street – for safety and use 
Safety is a huge concern, especially in public places 
Increase activity levels and policing within parks and public areas 
 
 




